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Lesson 1. Greek Creation Mythology

Altheragh when we think of myhalogy we think of 2 collection of stofies, thereis a
beginning 16 therm, Understanding the beginning of the story, the craaffon of the world,
gives ug & framework to builld upon as we leamn about the different myths.

The short answer to how the Gresks viewed the crestion of the world is this:

Beary old gods came first, they got stomped down by their kids, who wers batter looking,
vourmer gods. These gods sreated humans. Humans and gods fouglt for supremacy, and
the humans won a few rounds but eventuaily got rounced and betame more and more
misarable.

Now, the longer answer:

in #he baginning, the universes was without form. # was not nothing, there was matier, but
was unorganized, shapeless, mbed up and dark. This was called Chaos.

After Chiaos, more divinities, or gods, came info being.

Gaia, the Earth, held up Uranus, the sky. Gala and Uranis had a bunch of kids. First thay
kad a bunch of monsters including the Cyclops, and then they oreated the Titans as the
second generation, Uranus hated alf the Titans and was actually quite ugly about it — but
there are only 2 couple of Titans that you need to remember: first, Oceanus, the god of the
sea, and then Cronus, the skongast and best one of all. Gaia was peetly licked at Uranus
for being a jerk, 5o she helped Cronus overthrow him,

So, let's keep this straight. Cronus i Uranus's son. Cronus became the king {(bye-hye
Uranus}, and mrarmied his sisizr, Rhea — another Tian. s like & soap opera. This was
calfed the Golden Age because men, whio had heen made by a Titan named Prometheus,
were living in harmony. Everything was hurky dory.

# didn't tast, though, because Cronus heard a prophecy that one of his sons would
dethrons him, so avery fime his wile, Rhea, had a baby, he swallowed it. Rhea gol a fittle
sick of sesing alf of her children swallowed afive, so she tricked Cronus when her siah
child, Peus, was bom: she wrapped up & rock o look fike a baby and had Cronus swaliow
that instead. Zeus rescued his previously swallowed siblings, and all was right with the
wothd, '
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World View
The Graek view of the
world was 2 fittie
different than ours.
The Gresks
bedicved that the
wiorkd was fial,
bt circudar, like
8 paperpiater
At the cenfer of
the Unkerse
was Brescs.

Thetr world was
siviciad by the
Heditarranaarn,
which means
“Iicciie of the
{ ancts” in Lafin

The rver Oecean flowed
around the world in g
clockwise motion.

Ir thees north Bead the Hyperboereans — an
extremely happy people for whom Hfe was sweel When the old people became fired of
ihving, they threw themselves into the sea. This was a lamd of constant vacation whers
paople wera £aid o live for 1 000 years.

In the south lived the Etviopians. In Greek drama, mention s offen made of varous gods
being in Ethiopia, meaning really far away. So, T | say | parked in Ethiopia this moming,
would that mean I'm close o my office or far away? The Ethiopians wers said to be on
good terns with the gods and iked to entertain them.

To the wast were the Elysian Fields. This was the closest the Gresks got in the iriea of
heaven; only the bast and brightest of the dead! people got 1o go there.
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